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John Coull wrote to his sister, Sophia Coull McPherson, regularly. I have a few of his letters from 1905 to 1915.

13 Maxine place, 80 Hawkhill, Dundee

Sept 11, 1905

My Dear Sister,

   I received your P. C. and I had no idea it was so long ago since you wrote. We are all well thank you but we have had a very trying
summer with the heat but I suppose it would be ever so much worse with you in America. We have had Jessie at home again since
March and it was 3 months before she started to work again. As she is in the factory we still have her with us, but she would rather be in
service than the factory.

We had our holidays in July but never went away for the week we just stayed at home. The Murdocks have been here from Manchester
on holiday. They come every year in fact sometimes twice. John, the son, paid us a visit in company with Annie and her husband. John
has grown into a very nice young man very tall, (but our Jessie beats him for height. She is 5 � 10 inches) He is following in his father's
footsteps, as far as work is concerned anyway. He is learning to be a tailor's cutter. Annie is not looking at all well she seems very done
& so thin & white. She is always in a worry with some of the girls children as soon as one is a wee bit up there is another to take its
place.

Our Annual Flower Show was held last week & the exhibits were really lovely it is the only time we see such flowers & fruit. The electric
cars have begun to run here on Sunday. The town council got a plebiscite taken & there were 4,000 of a majority who wanted them. So I
suppose other things will likely follow. I think I will now close as I have no news, I trust you & all are quite well.

I am your

loving Brother

John Coull

 

Our new address is

3 Watt Street

Linden Place

Hawkhill

Dundee

Dear Sister I received your PC and it was a nice card. I trust you will be more fortunate this year than you have been in regard to your
health. I hope all your Family are enjoying good health. We have not had such a bad winter this year as the last one was. I hope your
husband is still able to move about. Charles will be pretty well up in years now in fact we are all that. I will be 53 myself in June if the
Lord spares me and Annie will be over 60. Any way I don't have to work so hard as I use to do nor am I able to but the Tailor Trade is
getting very much done away with in this town. John's time will be up on the first of March serving 4 years he is 18 just his birthday. I
have not had a letter from John Murdoch this good while and I am sending him PC of Cullen to him. Just now his son is about 23 or 24
and he is in a cutting situation in Barrow in Furness in England. Murdock will be 46 years of age.

You will be having an election for a President this year I hope Roosevelt (Teddy) will get on again he is a grand man. There is a great
many Americans come over here for their holidays. It only takes 4 or 5 days now from New York when the passage is shortened to a
weekend we might get a visit from some of you folks. we had a very quiet New Year except Jessie. She had a bairns party house or a
children's Party and it was a success 

 

Linden Place, 3 Watt Street, Dundee

May 5, 1907

Dear Sister, your P. C. just to hand, I have been thinking about writing you this long time but I always put it off. Now when you write
send a long letter & I hope this will find you and your husband are in good health and I hope your family are the same. You will be
feeling your weight of years on you now. I am myself not so able to stand so hard work as I used to do and I am not so old as you are by
a long way. Annie's husband will have a good harvest this year to make up for the last one. There is a great number of people leaving
this dear old Scotland and crossing the pond to Canada to make their abode. There is about 2000 empty houses in Dundee today and
yet the trade of Jute is good.

I was up the hill seeing Mrs. Watt about 2 weeks ago and she is never able to go outside the door yet. There is not much chance of her
getting any better she requires a stout stick to assist her through the house. I have not any more to say just now. I am a bad writer and
speller so you can make the best of it. Mrs. Coull sends her best wishes to you and Charles and the rest of the family. Tell Annie (Annie
McPherson)(I don't remember her husband's name) that I was asking for her and that I would like to see her and you which is an
impossible thing. Accept my best wishes and love. Now you write a long letter.

I remain your 

Loving Brother

Letters from John
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John Coull

 

3 Watt Street, Hawkhill, Dundee

January 24 1910

Dear Sister I received your letter all right and glad to hear that you are well but sorry in hearing about Charles Junior. I hope he will get
better soon and your husband is unfit for work. I am also sorry to hear that. if he had been in Britain he would get a pension of 5
pounds a week at 70. I don't know what they do with old people in your country in that respect. I was up the hill seeing Annie and she is
as well as can be expected. Her husband is well and working away as usual. She has promised to write to you again as usual. She sends
her kind love to you and Charles. Mrs. Coull and Family send their kind regards to you.

Trade is getting much better now in this country than it has been for a long time. I hope the new government when it gets into power
will not put taxes on foreign goods imported into this country as it will make everything dearer the same as in America.

We are having a great snow storm just now. I hope you have a good year of health and happiness and hope all your family doing well.
Give my kind love to Annie. I will now close and bid you good night.

I remain

Your Loving Brother

John Coull

write soon

 

Linden Place, # Watt Street, Hawkhill, Dundee, Scotland

Dear Sister, Mrs. C. and myself were very pleased to get your letter a very nice Easter Card but sorry to hear about your feet being so
bad. I hope they are not like what mother's were. I gave sister Annie the card and she thinks a lot of it. She was just wondering about
you but Mr. Watt is very lazy to write you he promised to but he will some day. You wanted some addresses of our cousins. Well when
my son spoke of going to Canada of course Jeannie Coull is there and her brother James who is in Obberchirden (?) sent me his two
brothers address but it was in case of John going to the states so I have not had a reason to write any of them myself but there you have
them. I am sure they any way would be glad to hear or perhaps see Charles in New York. Philadelphia is not far away. Alex is a
locomotive superintendent and he might be in New York sometimes My son's address is Jack Coull 259 King Street East Toronto
Canada. He is driving a wagon but he is learning motor driving and repairing in his spare time. this summer is to be a very hot one I
believe all over the states and in Canada and the Mother Country too. This is coronation Year. London will be flooded with Americans
this summer to see all the sights. Your husband is still able to go about I suppose. Our trade Tailors here is busy just now but the Jute
industry is very slack. Some of the mills are off and some in short time. 2 of our lassies are in service and 3 are at home, one at school. I
don't have more news at present. Mrs/ C sends her kind love to you and hope your feet will soon get better. She is bothered with
rheumatism in the legs. I will close. Give my kind regards to Annie and Jessie and all the rest I remain your Loving 

Brother John Coull

PS The coronation of these two takes place on the 22nd of this month.

Date: 1905 - 1910

Place: Dundee, Scotland

Description: letters from John Coull to his sister Sophia Coull McPherson. Sent to Chattanooga TN, USA








